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Christ’s College Cambridge University 1943

My Cambridge years were sandwiched between the war and immediately after. However, both experiences were very much affected by the war. I went up to Christ’s College as part of the fleet Air Arm recruitment program for pilots and observers.

Being only 17 and relatively innocent I was amazed when my gyp, when explaining the routines and customs, advised me that if a young lady stayed beyond 10:30 pm curfew, she would remain for the night and he would serve tea in the morning. Today women play a much more important role at Christ’s.

At Christ’s College was where I first met Bruce Amery- as both our names began with an “A” we were aligned together both at Cambridge and then in the Fleet Air Arm where we both became pilots. Bruce and I still are great friends although I still live in the States and Bruce in England. So the war and Cambridge brought us together for a lasting relationship. For me, Cambridge seemed like an oasis from all the bombings, raids and military activities around us. After my residence at Christ’s in October 1943 I entered the Royal Navy and subsequently trained as a pilot in the Fleet Air Arm. Two years later Bruce and I were Hellcat Pilots on a carrier in the Pacific on the way to the invasion of Japan. Which fortunately, for all parties concerned, did not occur with the dropping of the atomic bomb?

Right after the war, Bruce and I sought housing at Cambridge to complete our education. Housing was very difficult with all the returning veterans. We were told we would not be able to continue our studies at Cambridge if we could not find “digs” with someone who was unlicensed and willing to become licensed with Cambridge. We literally knocked on many doors. We were fortunate to find a Navy widow who was willing to become licensed for us. She was sympathetic to us because her husband had served with the Royal Navy.

Cambridge during the war and immediately afterwards had a profound effect on my life and I will always be thankful for the basis it gave me for my professional career.
