Anthony Simpson Rogers (1943 - 1946)

The History Tripos

Lord Mountbatten of Burma

It was the first May Week in 1946 after the end of the Second World War. I was asked by the Master, Canon Raven, to entertain Lord Louis Mountbatten in a private room in College. I did not entertain him. He entertained me. I poured the College sherry. I remember it well. 

Lord Mountbatten went up to Christ’s College in 1919 for two terms as part of the Admiralty’s policy of providing some general education for those who had gone to sea at a very early age. He read ethnology and the history of the Geographical Discoveries. 

In the Second Wold War the Japanese had formally surrendered in September 1945. Lord Mountbatten, Supreme Allied Commander in the Far East, accepted the ceremonial sword of surrender from his opposite number, Field Marshall Count Terauchi. 

The sword of surrender is reputed to have been forged in 1292. It now hangs in Christ’s College below a portrait of Lord Mountbatten by Ben Schwartz. 

