Alastair McKay
m.1942

Rooms OZ 1st Court 1943-1944 Memories

1. Lying in bed in the early hours of the night, hearing wave upon wave of heavy bombers flying over to targets in Germany. And then in the early morning, hearing them returning, distressingly in far fewer numbers.

2. As well as one’s studies, one also had to train to be ready to go into the armed forces on graduation, if not directed into reserved occupation War work. Reading mechanical sciences, I was assigned to the Royal engineers, whose duty it was in the event of German invasion, to blow up all the bridges over the River Cam. The charges had already been put into position and the detonations protected by damp by being placed in condoms!
3. In addition to the above, 2, one also had associated training with the home guard. Having been kitted out (for 2 above) with army uniform including leather anklet gaiters and army boots, (the latter unfortunately not made to measure!) As a result, on a route march, one or two of us developed the most appalling foot blisters. Unable to continue we had to be transported back to base! It was rather heavy going, especially if one spent too much time rowing for Christ’s!

4. Breakfast in Hall. The remarkably delicious omelettes made from powdered egg (from the USA?) How did the kitchens make them so tasty?!

5. In 1944, the crowds of American G.I.’s arriving in Cambridge and going round the Colleges, handing out cigarettes by the packet full! I remember asking one up to my rooms to see my collection of ties- Christ’s, Christ’s summer tie, Boat club, Undergraduate Clubs summer tie, Ridout Society, University Tie, Royal Engineers etc. He was most impressed!
Wartime Memories of Christ’s 1942 – 1944

1. Training with the University STC in the Royal Engineers (R.E) (having taken ‘Certificate ‘A’’ in one’s school officer’s Cadet  Force (J.T.C)), one then took certificate ‘B’ in the R.E’s. This enabled one, if called up to the Forces, rather than going into a reserved occupation, to quickly obtain a Commission. 

2. Perhaps it might be of interest to list Christ’s ties available at that time! a, Maroon with diagonal silver stripes, b, Navy blue with Lady Margaret’s shields c, Summer tie – silver with diagonal maroon stripes d, Amalgamated clubs summer tie – silver with diagonal maroon and navy blue stripes e, Boat-club, navy blue with diagonal silver stripes f, Ridout Society – navy blue with Bishop’s mitres in gold g, Royal Engineers tie h, Neckerchief as a,

